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Deceptive door-to-door magazine sales crews are out in full force. 
They're mostly high school and college-age kids, well dressed, 
smooth talking and seem very personable, but they could be tell-
ing you well rehearsed lies to separate you from your money. 

It starts with a knock on your front door. The nice young man or 
woman standing before you wants you to buy magazines. Youôve 
never seen them before, but they have a great story about why 
theyôre selling door-to-door. They say theyôre raising money for a 
charity, earning points toward a school trip or supporting the 
troops in Iraq. Beware, you could be being set up for a scam. 

Just say no   

Our advice to you: Unless it's a child you know who lives down the 
street, steer clear of all door-to-door sales. Call the West Palm 
Beach Police Department at 822-1900 to report all door to door 
solicitors. They may have ID and seem on the up-and-up, but all 
solicitors must have a City License and picture ID. 

BBB offers the following advice to avoid getting scammed by 
a door -to-door magazine sales rep:  
 
Å Always research the company with your Better Business Bureau 
for free at www.bbb.org before filling out a check for a magazine 
subscription.  
 
Å The Federal Trade Commissionôs Three-Day Cooling-Off Rule 
gives the customer three days to cancel purchases over $25 that 
are made in their home or at a location that is not the sellerôs per-
manent place of business. Along with a receipt, salespeople 
should also include a completed cancellation form that customers 
can send to the company to cancel the agreement. By law, the 
company must give customers a refund within 10 days of receiving 
the cancellation notice.  
 
Å Victims of fraudulent magazine sales can file a complaint with 
their Better Business Bureau at www.bbb.org, local law enforce-
ment, and state Attorney General offices.  

http://www.bbb.org/
http://www.bbb.org/


OLD NORTHWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

22nd Annual Candlelight Home and Garden Tour  

Saturday January 2nd, 2010 from 5pm-9pm (Rain or Shine) 

Old Northwood , West Palm Beach's first historic neighborhood, invites you to enjoy a magical 

evening touring some of the neighborhood's lovely and historic homes, and enjoying food tast-

ings prepared by Northwood Village restaurants along the way.   

Tickets are $30.00 advance and $35.00 day of tour, and can be purchased online at 

www.historichometours.com.  Or, for ticket sales locations, please visit www.oldnorthwood.org/

candlelight. 

For more information: 

Email oldnorthwoodtour@gmail.com 

Phone 561/244-9443 

Neighborhood Holiday Parties  

are a great way to meet your neighbors.  

If you have just moved into a  new  area or just havenôt had the opportunity to catch up with 

your neighbors, then your neighborhood holiday gathering is the perfect time.  Through the 

year we are all busy with family and work that  we tend to close ourselves off from the people 

around us and we become strangers to the people next door.  Take the time during the holi-

days to get acquainted with the people on your street.  What better way to find out who be-

longs in the neighborhood and have fun in the process.  You may not have the time to social-

ize with them until this time next year but you can always look out for each other by knowing 

who belongs in the area, and give a nod or wave of the hand to the people on your street as 

you drive by. 

Please remember that if you something or someone suspicious on your street or at one of your 

neighbors, call the police.  If the person or incident is legitimate then the people on the street 

will be appreciative of the fact that you are watching out for them.  Otherwise the alternative is 

that you have to apologize for helping a bad guy steal from your fellow neighbor and getting 

away with it.  Just put yourself in your neighbors place of coming home and finding your house 

ransacked and youôre your possessions gone or destroyed.   



A Season for Sharing in Fire Safety  
Each year fires occurring during the holiday season claim the lives of over 400 people, injure 1,650 more, and 
cause over $990 million in damage. According to the United States Fire Administration (USFA), there are sim-
ple life-saving steps you can take to ensure a safe and happy holiday. By following some of the outlined pre-
cautionary tips, individuals can greatly reduce their chances of becoming a holiday fire casualty. 

Preventing Christmas Tree Fires  

Christmas Tree Fire Hazards  - Movie segments demonstrating how fast a live Christmas tree can become fully 
engulfed in flames. Special fire safety precautions need to be taken when keeping a live tree in the house. 
A burning tree can rapidly fill a room with fire and deadly gases. 

Selecting a Tree for the Holiday Needles on fresh trees should be green and hard to pull back from the 

branches, and the needle should not break if the tree has been freshly cut. The trunk should be sticky to the 
touch. Old trees can be identified by bouncing the tree trunk on the ground. If many needles fall off, the tree 
has been cut too long, has probably dried out, and is a fire hazard. 

Caring for Your Tree. Do not place your tree close to a heat source, including a fireplace or heat vent. 

The heat will dry out the tree, causing it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks. Be careful not to 
drop or flick cigarette ashes near a tree. Do not put your live tree up too early or leave it up for longer than 
two weeks. Keep the tree stand filled with water at all times. 

Disposing of Your Tree. Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or wood burning stove. When 
the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. The best way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to a re-

cycling center or having it hauled away by a community pick -up service.  

Holiday Lights  

Maintain Your Holiday Lights  inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps in the 

insulation, broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Use only 
lighting listed by an approved testing laboratory. 

Do Not Overload Electrical Outlets. Do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions indi-

cate it is safe. Connect strings of lights to an extension cord before plugging the cord into the outlet. Make 
sure to periodically check the wires - they should not be warm to the touch. 

Do Not Leave Holiday Lights on Unattended  

Holiday Decorations  

Use Only Nonflammable Decorations. All decorations should be nonflammable or flame-retardant and 

placed away from heat vents. 

Never Put Wrapping Paper in a Fireplace. It can result in a very large fire, throwing off dangerous 

sparks and embers and may result in a chimney fire. 

Artificial Christmas Trees. If you are using a metallic or artificial tree, make sure it is flame retardant.  

Candle Care  

Avoid Using Lit Candles. If you do use them, make sure they are in stable holders and place them 

where they cannot be easily knocked down. Never leave the house with candles burning. 

Never Put Lit Candles on a Tree. Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame - candles, lighters 

or matches. 
Finally, as in every season, have working smoke alarms installed on every level of your home, test them 
monthly and keep them clean and equipped with fresh batteries at all times. Know when and how to call for 
help. And remember to practice your home escape plan. 

http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/all_citizens/home_fire_prev/holiday-seasonal/treefire.shtm


I was duped!  

Yes me, who thought I was savvy to the day to day happenings of ñCrime of Opportunityò.  

Well, this is the scoopé. 

I parked my car with the motor running to drop off an envelope at the front door of my friendôs 

house. Twenty (20) feet away from my vehicle, I had the driver window and the passenger win-

dow halfway  down and I gather my purse was on the passenger seat.  (Usually I place it on the 

floor).  Two young men looking very presentable were one house away.  One guy was on the 

phone and they casually strolled past my car as I watched them passing my vehicle, there was 

some scrubby landscape obscuring my view as they got to the rear of the car.  It must have 

been that moment that one of them crouched down and maneuvered around the car and in a 

flash grabbed my purse from the seat.  I never saw it happen even though I would swear my 

eyes never left the vehicle for perhaps no more than 10 seconds.  It wasnôt until I arrived at my 

planned destination and reached for my bag that I realized I had been duped.  I was extremely 

lucky however; within one hour someone called me and informed me that they found my dis-

carded purse approximately 6 blocks away.  Fortunately, only my phone and cash was missing.  

I was a victim of a Crime of Opportunity and felt very foolish for setting up the opportunity.  

Donôt let something like this happen to you. Itôll save you a lot of frustration and aggravation. 

Gail Levine 

Catalyst for curbing prostitution and crime in our cityôs neighborhoods. 

December 2, 2009 

Tick Tock Tick Tock  

It only takes a few seconds for someone to break 

into your car and remove your valuables. 

Donôt be a victimðlock your doors, close your win-

dows and please donôt leave anything of value in 

your car.  Remember you may not think itôs worth 

anything, but the cost to repair your car is!! 



City of West Palm Beach  

CITIZEN CORP 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

CITY DEPARTMENTS 

City Halléé.ééééé.....822-5905    

Code Enforcementé..éé...835-7350 

Public Utilitieséé.éééé.822-2075 

Community Eventsééé......822-1515 

POLICE 

Police Departmentéé...é...822-1900 

Detective Bureauéé...éé.822-1700 

Crime Preventionééé...é.822-1620 

House Watchéééééé...822-1634 

Tips Lineééééééé.é..683-1221 

Volunteer Coordinatoréé....822-1621 

Graffiti Eradicatoréééé....822-1622 

Community Policingéééé822-1619 

FIRE 

Fire Departmentéééé...804-4700 

Fire Preventionééééé804-4700 

Life SafetyðCERTééé.804-4709 

Fire Educationééééé.804-4750 

Emergency Operations Center  

822-2225 

 

 

 

Do you have free time?  

Volunteer with your  

Police and Fire  

Departments.  

Call 822-1621 

to find out how!  

 

Police Websites  

http://www.wpb.org/police  

http://www.wpbpolice.org/

police_alerts/alerts.php  

http://p2c.wpbps.org/p2c/  

 Join Citizens On Patrol.  

Citizens Observers patrol their 

neighborhoods to observe and report 

the following: 

Suspicious people, objects or oc-

currences 

Check homes (at the request of 

the owner) that are unoccupied 

for periods of time. 

Identifiable or potential hazards 

Citizens Observer Patrol mem-

bers report, via radio observed  

suspicious situations to WPB Po-

lice communications. 

Call 822-1621 for more informa-

tion. 

WPB Police and Fire  

emergencies call  

911 

822-2222 

Thatôs the number to remember 

for any needs in the city that 

are not an emergency .  Pot 

holes in a street, stop lights not 

working, code enforcement 

concerns, or any other con-

cerns that are not police or fire 

emergencies.  Operators are on 

duty 24/7, they will take your 

calls and forward the informa-

tion to the proper City Depart-

ment.  

REMEMBER 

 822-2222 

Do you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter?  If so, please forward it on to 

them.  If  youôre not on our email list and would like to receive this newsletter and other information 

from the police department about events, crime prevention tips or any criminal activity in your area of 

the City please contact us.  To be placed on our email list please call Cheryl Sine, Volunteer Coordi-

nator at 822-1621 or email her at csine@wpb.org. 

Keep up-to-date with what's hap-

pening in the City of West Palm 

Beach by watching  


